
This pack is compiled and sponsored by Longford Local Authorities, with support from the 
Heritage Council, to commemorate the centenary of the sinking of the Titanic, which took 

place on the 15th April 1912. 

Schools Education Pack 



ESSENTIAL INFORMATION 
 
 

Brief overview of the ship and 
its sinking 

 
Vital statistics 
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The R.M.S. TITANIC 

Overview 
• The RMS Titanic was an ocean liner belonging to the White Star Line.   
• The ship was built for the transatlantic passenger and mail service running 

between Southampton, England and New York and was registered in Liverpool.  
• Constructed at the Harland and Wolff shipyard in Belfast, Titanic was, on her 

maiden voyage, the largest and most luxurious vessel afloat.  
• The ship along with her two sister ships, the Olympic and Britannic, was designed 

to compete with the Cunard Line’s ocean liners the Luisitania (torpedoed off 
Ireland in 1915) and the Mauretania (scrapped in 1935). 

 
Construction 

• Construction began on the Titanic in March 1909 and she was launched from 
Belfast on the 31st May 1911 for completion and testing in Liverpool. From 
Liverpool she travelled to Southampton, on the south coast of England to begin 
her maiden voyage.  

• The ship was constructed from iron, with large sheets of wrought-iron held 
together using huge iron rivets (bolts hammered into place at both ends. It is 
thought that a fault in the quality of the iron used in its construction was one of 
the factors which lead to the Titanic sinking).  

• There were 20 lifeboats of various sizes and capacities on board, more than 
legally necessary for the numbers of passengers and crew at that time. It was 
thought that a larger number of watertight bulkheads lessened the chance that a 
ship would sink.   

• The Titanic was licensed to carry over 3500 passengers and crew.  
 
Sinking 

• On April 10th 1912 the Titanic sailed from Southampton with over 2,200 
passengers and crew. At 11.40pm on the night of the 14th April, the Titanic 
collided with an iceberg, which was unusually far south in the Atlantic. The ship 
sank causing the deaths of over 1500 people died. It was a very still, moonless 
night which meant that the exact location of the iceberg could not be seen by the 
crew until it was too late. The survivors were picked up by the RMS Carpathia, a 
ship of the rival Cunard line. 

• The principal cause of the sinking was the cutting open of a large gash in the 
port (left) side of the ship after colliding with an iceberg, fatally damaging six of 
the bulkheads. There is some evidence that the failure of the rivets in this area 
made the opening bigger, letting in more water than the ship could cope with. 
Ironically, the Titanic would not have suffered the same damage, if she had hit 
the iceberg head-on, as the watertight compartments would not have been so 
damaged.  
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STATISTICS 
The source is the Encyclopaedia Titanica, the most authoritative source online. Note the 
discrepancy between the total tally of those on board with Jim Henderson’s database. This 
affects the statistics only by a few percent either way.   

 

The People 

• 324 1st class passengers, 201 survived. (62% survival rate) 

• 277 2nd class passengers, 118 survived. (43% survival rate) 

• 708 3rd class passengers, 181 survived. (26% survival rate) 

• 885 crew members, 212 survived. (24% survival rate)  

• 13 postmen/musicians, none survived. (0% survival rate)  

 

Grand total: 2,207 on board, 712 survived. (32% of all souls on board survived) 

 

The Ship 

• Length:   882 feet 9 inches 

• Beam:   92 feet 

• Gross tonnage:  46,328 tons 

• Propulsion:   Three propellers 

• Engines:   Two triple-expansion reciprocating steam engines 

• Turbines:  One low-pressure Parsons turbine 

• Boilers:  25 double-ended and 4 single-ended Scotch-type boilers 

• Furnaces:  159 coal-burning furnaces 

• Top speed :   23 knots. 

 



LIST OF LONGFORD PASSENGERS

Names, addresses, ages & survival
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Longford passengers on the Titanic 
 
 
There were fourteen passengers from Longford on board the 
Titanic.  
 
 
The passengers lost were: 

 
• David Charters, Garvagh, Ballinalee, aged 21 

• James Farrell, Clonee, Killoe, aged 25 

• John Kiernan, Fostra, Aughnacliffe, aged 25 

• Philip Kiernan (John’s brother), aged 22 

• Denis Lennon, Curracreehan, Carrickedmond, aged 20 

 
 
The passengers saved were: 
 

• Ellen Corr, Corglass, Moyne, died in New York in 1980.  

• Katie Gilnagh, Rhyne, Killoe, died in New York in 1971. 

• Thomas McCormack, Glenmore, Aughnacliffe, died in New 
Jersey in 1975. He was a cousin of the Kiernan brothers who 
died.  

• Agnes McCoy, Carrickathane, Ballinalee, died in New York in 
1957. 

• Alice McCoy (sister of Agnes), died in New York in 1959. 

• Bernard McCoy (brother of Agnes and Alice), died in New 
York in 1945.  

• Katie Mullen, Rhyne, Killoe, died in New York in 1970. 

• Margaret Murphy, Fostra, Aughnacliffe, died in New York in 
1957. 

• Kate Murphy (Margaret’s sister), died in New York in 1968. 



PASSENGER & CREW DEMOGRAPHICS

Breakdown of passengers by class, 
nationality and embarkation point.
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DEMOGRAPHICS OF THE TITANIC PASSENGERS & CREW –  
Jim Henderson Lists 

 
Information received from http://www.ithaca.edu/staff/jhenderson/titanic.html (some inaccuracies in original calculations – correct percentages posted 
here.) Total souls on board according to this source = 2214. Please note that different sources may have slightly different numbers for the total 
numbers on board prior to her sinking and in relation to those lost. Although the number of survivors is well documented, there can be discrepancies 
between different sources due to factors such as defining the class of servants or ages of children.  
 
 

Women Children Men Total 

Total Adult Female 
Passengers 

 
Total: 416 
Died: 112 
Survived: 304 
Percentage Survived: 73.08% 

Total Child Passengers 
 
Total: 112 
Died: 56 
Survived: 56 
Percentage Survived: 50% 

Total Adult Male Passengers 
 
Total: 768 
Died: 638 
Survived: 130 
Percentage Survived: 16.93% 

Total Passengers 
 
Total: 1296 
Died: 806 
Survived: 490 
Percentage Survived: 37.81% 

Total Female Staff 
 
Total: 22 
Died: 2 
Survived: 20 
Percentage Survived: 90.9% 

Total Child Crew Members 
 
None. 
(Although some were in their 
teens.) 

Total Male Staff and Crew 
 
Total: 896 
Died: 701 
Survived: 195 
Percentage Survived: 21.76% 

Total Crew and Staff 
 
Total: 918 
Died: 703 
Survived: 215 
Percentage Survived: 23.42% 

Total Women 
 
Total: 438 
Died: 114 
Survived: 324 
Percentage Survived: 73.97% 

Total Children 
 
Total: 112 
Died: 56 
Survived: 56 
Percentage Survived: 50% 

Total Men 
 
Total: 1664 
Died: 1339 
Survived: 325 
Percentage Survived: 19.53% 

Total On Board 
 
Total: 2214 
Died: 1509 
Survived: 705 
Percentage Survived: 31.84% 
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BREAKDOWN BY GENDER AND CLASS 
 

Women Children Men Total 

First Class Women (Servants 
totaled separately) 
 
Total: 117 (24) 
Died: 4 (0) 
Survived: 113 (24) 
Percentage Survived: 96.58% 
(100%) 

First Class Children 
 
Total: 7 
Died: 1 
Survived: 6 
Percentage Survived: 85.71% 

First Class Men (Servants 
totaled separately) 
 
Total: 159 (12) 
Died: 104 (10) 
Survived: 55 (2) 
Percentage Survived: 34.59% 
(16.67%) 

First Class Total (including 
servants) 
 
Total: 319 
Died: 119 
Survived: 200 
Percentage Survived: 62.70% 

Second Class Women 
(Servants totaled separately) 
 
Total: 91 (1) 
Died: 13 (0) 
Survived: 78 (1) 
Percentage Survived: 85.71% 
(100%) 

Second Class Children 
 
Total: 25 
Died: 0 
Survived: 25 
Percentage Survived: 100% 

Second Class Men (Servants 
totaled separately) 
 
Total: 148 (4) 
Died: 135 (4) 
Survived: 13 
Percentage Survived: 8.78% 
(0%) 

Second Class Total  (including 
servants) 
 
Total: 269 
Died: 152 
Survived: 117 
Percentage Survived: 43.49% 

Third Class (Steerage) 
Women 
 
Total: 179 
Died: 91 
Survived: 88 
Percentage Survived: 49.16% 

Third Class (Steerage)  
Children 
 
Total: 80 
Died: 55 
Survived: 25 
Percentage Survived: 31.25% 

Third Class (Steerage) Men 
 
Total: 440 
Died: 381 
Survived: 59 
Percentage Survived: 13.40% 

Third Class (Steerage) Total 
 
Total: 699 
Died: 527 
Survived: 172 
Percentage Survived: 24.61% 

 
It should be noted that crew on the starboard side enforced a “Women and children first” policy, while those on the port side enforced a “Women and 
children ONLY” policy.  



Titanic Education Pack ‒ Demographics 

Breakdown of steerage (3rd Class) passengers by embarkation point 
 

3rd Class British Women  
boarding in Southampton 

 
TOTAL: 30 
Died: 16 
Survived: 14 
Percentage Survived: 46.67% 

Third Class British Children  
boarding in Southampton 

 
TOTAL: 25 
Died: 17 
Survived: 8 
Percentage Survived: 32% 

Third Class British Men 
boarding in Southampton 

 
TOTAL: 125 
Died: 110 
Survived: 15 
Percentage Survived: 12% 

Third Class Total British  
boarding in Southampton 

 
TOTAL 180 
Died: 143 
Survived: 37 
Percentage Survived: 20.05% 

3rd Class Non-British Women 
boarding in Southampton 

 
TOTAL: 68 
Died: 41 
Survived: 27 
Percentage Survived: 39.71% 

3rd  Class Non-British Children 
boarding in Southampton 

 
TOTAL: 38 
Died: 29 
Survived: 9 
Percentage Survived: 23.68% 

Third Class Non-British Men 
boarding in Southampton 

 
TOTAL: 204 
Died: 174 
Survived: 30 
Percentage Survived: 14.71% 

Third Class Total Non-British 
boarding in Southampton 

 
TOTAL: 310 
Died: 244 
Survived: 66 
Percentage Survived: 21.29% 

Third Class Women boarding 
in Cherbourg 

 
TOTAL: 28 
Died: 11 
Survived: 17 
Percentage Survived: 60.71% 

Third Class Children boarding 
in Cherbourg 

 
TOTAL: 11 
Died: 4 
Survived: 7 
Percentage Survived: 63.64% 

Third Class Men boarding in 
Cherbourg 

 
TOTAL: 60 
Died: 51 
Survived: 9 
Percentage Survived: 15% 

Third Class Total boarding in 
Cherbourg 

 
TOTAL: 99 
Died: 66 
Survived: 33 
Percentage Survived: 33.33% 

Third Class Women boarding 
in Queenstown, Ireland 

 
TOTAL: 53 
Died: 23 
Survived: 30 
Percentage Survived: 56.60% 

Third Class Children boarding 
in Queenstown, Ireland 

 
TOTAL: 6 
Died: 5 
Survived: 1 
Percentage Survived: 16.67% 

Third Class Men boarding in 
Queenstown, Ireland 

 
TOTAL: 51 
Died: 46 
Survived: 5 
Percentage Survived: 9.8% 

Third Class Total boarding in 
Queenstown, Ireland 

 
TOTAL: 110 
Died: 74 
Survived: 36 
Percentage Survived: 32.73% 

 
Note that the “Non-British” includes passengers from countries such as South Africa and Australia and may have been counted as “British” as they were 
dominions in 1912, but are not counted as such in this source.  
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Breakdown of survival rates of passengers by embarkation point 
 
PORT TOTAL 3rd Class BOARDED PERISHED (%) SURVIVED (%) 

Southampton, Britain 490 387 (78.98%) 103 (21.02%) 

Cherbourg, France 99 66 (66.67%) 33 (33.33%) 

Cobh (Queenstown), Ireland 110 74 (67.27%) 36 (32.73%) 

 
 
 
TICKET PRICES 
 
First class:  £30 (berth) - £870 (state suite with promenade) 
Second Class:  From £12 
Third Class:  £7: 9 shillings from Southampton/London/Liverpool and  £6:10 shillings (adult from Cobh) 
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Demographics of the Lifeboats* - to be verified 

 

Order launched Time launched 
Number of boat, 
location 

Number aboard / 
Capacity / 
Percentage 

Class of those 
aboard 

Men, other than 
crew, aboard? 

1st 12:45am 7, FIRST CLASS Deck, 
Starboard 27/ 65 - 41.54% only FIRST CLASS and 

CREW 

Over half the occupants 
were men - several of 
whom were not even 
traveling with their wives 
or families. 

2nd 12:55 5, FIRST CLASS Deck, 
Starboard 40/ 65 - 61.54% only FIRST CLASS and 

CREW yes 

3rd, 1st on Port side 12:55 6, FIRST CLASS Deck, 
Port 25/ 65 - 38.46% only FIRST CLASS and 

CREW 

The only male passenger 
allowed on volunteered 
to serve as a sailor 

4th 1:00 3, FIRST CLASS Deck, 
Starboard 32/ 50 – 64% only FIRST CLASS and 

CREW yes 

5th or 6th 1:10 1, OFFICERS Deck, 
Starboard 12/ 40 – 30% only FIRST CLASS and 

CREW Mostly men 

5th or 6th 1:10 8, FIRST CLASS Deck, 
Port 27/ 65 – 41.54% only FIRST CLASS and 

CREW no 

7th 1:20 10, SECOND CLASS 
Deck, Port 

47/ 55 – 85.45% primarily FIRST CLASS 
and CREW 

no 

8th or 9th 1:25 16, SECOND CLASS 
Deck, Port 42/ 65 – 64.62% included SECOND, 

THIRD, and CREW no 

8th or 9th 1:25 14, SECOND CLASS 
Deck, Port 51/ 65 – 78.46% included SECOND and 

CREW 

none initially; the only 
lifeboat to turn back to 
pick up passengers from 
the water 

10th or 11th 1:30 9, SECOND CLASS Deck, 
Starboard, 48/ 56 – 85.71% included FIRST, SECOND 

and CREW 
Unknown, but probably 
very few 

10th or 11th 1:30 12, SECOND CLASS 
Deck, Port 32/ 65 – 49.23% included SECOND and 

CREW 

None initially, but picked 
up passengers from the 
water on way away from 
Titanic. 
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12th 1:35 11, SECOND CLASS 
Deck, Starboard 56/ 70+ - 80% FIRST, SECOND, THIRD, 

and CREW 

Included men from 
FIRST CLASS, even 
though it was not 
launched from FIRST 
CLASS Deck. 

13th or 14th 1:40 13, SECOND CLASS 
Deck, Starboard 54/ 64 – 84.38% FIRST, SECOND, THIRD, 

and CREW yes 

13th or 14th 1:40 15, SECOND CLASS 
Deck, Starboard 57/ 65 – 87.69% FIRST, SECOND, THIRD, 

and CREW yes 

15th 1:45 2, OFFICERS Deck, Port 20/ 40 – 50% included FIRST, THIRD, 
and CREW yes 

16th 1:50 (had special delays) 4, FIRST CLASS DECK, 
Port 

34/ 65 – 52.31% Primarily FIRST and 
CREW 

None initially, but picked 
up male passengers on 
way away from Titanic; 
only lifeboat from First 
Class Deck to pick up 
passengers in the water. 

17th 1:50 C, OFFICERS Deck, 
Starboard 

32-39/ 49 – 65.31-
79.59% 

included FIRST, THIRD, 
and CREW 

yes, including J. Bruce 
Ismay, White Star 
director 

18th 2:05 D, OFFICERS Deck,Port 17/ 49 – 34.69% included FIRST, SECOND, 
THIRD, and CREW 

Yes; picked up 
passengers, mostly men, 
out of water on way 
away from Titanic 

Not launched; floated off 
partially submerged 

2:20 
A, on the Roof of the 
Officers Quarters, 
Starboard 

Only 12 to 14 reached 
the Carpathian alive 

Any who could climb 
aboard or hold on 

All men, except for one 
woman 

Not launched; floated off 
upturned 

2:20 B,   on the Roof of the 
Officers Quarters, Port 

probably 25 to 30 any who could climb 
aboard or hold on 

All men, primarily sailing 
crew and stokers 
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DEMOGRAPHICS OF PASSENGERS BY NATIONALITY AND CLASS 
 
 
 
 

Nationality 
FIRST CLASS SECOND CLASS THIRD CLASS Total 

Total Survived Died 
Percent 
Survived 

Total Survived Died 
Percent 
Survived 

Total Survived Died 
Percent 
Survived 

Total 

American 212 141 71 67% 51 24 27 47% 43 12 21 28% 306 
Australian 0       1 0 1 0% 1 1 0 100% 2 
Austro-
Hungarian 

1 0 1 0% 4 1 3 25% 44 7 37 16% 49 

Belgian 1 1 0 100% 1 0 1 0% 22 5 17 23% 24 
British 45 20 25 44% 164 68 96 41% 118 18 100 15% 327 
Bulgarian 0       0       33 0 33 0% 33 
Canadian 27 13 14 48% 2 1 1 50% 5 0 5 0% 34 
Chinese 0       0       8 6 2 75% 8 
Danish 0       3 0 3 0% 7 1 6 14% 10 
Dutch 1 0 1 0% 0       0       1 
Finn 0       4 2 2 50% 55 17 38 31% 59 
French 12 11 1 92% 14 7 7 50% 5 0 5 0% 31 
German 3 3 0 100% 3 0 3 0% 4 1 3 25% 10 
Greek 0       0       4 0 4 0% 4 
Italian 2 1 1 50% 4 2 2 50% 4 1 3 25% 10 
Irish 3 0 3 0% 4 1 3 25% 113 41 72 36% 120 
Japanese 0       1 1 0 100% 0       1 
Mexican 1 0 1 0% 0       0       1 
Norwegian 0       1 0 1 0% 25 8 17 32% 26 
Portugese 0       1 0 1 0% 3 0 3 0% 4 
Russian 0       9 3 6 33% 18 6 12 33% 27 
South  
African 

0       4 2 2 50% 1 0 1 0% 5 

Spanish 3 2 1 67% 4 4 0 100% 0       7 
Swede 3 2 1 67% 6 2 4 33% 104 23 81 22% 113 
Swiss 6 6 0 100% 1 1 0 100% 4 0 4 0% 11 
Syrian 0       2 1 1 50% 79 31 48 39% 81 
Turk 1 1 0 100% 0       8 2 6 25% 9 
Uruguayan 3 0 3 0% 0       0       3 

  
FIRST CLASS SECOND CLASS THIRD CLASS Total 

Total Survived Died 
Percent 
Survived 

Total Survived Died 
Percent 
Survived 

Total Survived Died 
Percent 
Survived 

Total 

Grand 
Total 

324 201 123 62% 283 120 163 42% 708 180 518 25% 1315 
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Breakdown of Officers and Crew by Employment Category 
 
 

Women Men Total 

Total Female Sailing Crew 

None. 

Total Male Sailing Crew (Officers totaled in 
brackets separately) 

Total: 53 (8)  
Died: 15 (4) 
Survived: 38 (4) 
Percentage Survived: 71.7% (50%) 

Total Sailing Crew 

Total: 61 
Died: 19 
Survived: 42 
Percentage Survived: 68.85% 

Total   Female White Star Crew 

Total: 20 
Died: 2 
Survived: 18 
Percentage Survived: 90% 

Total Male Non-Sailing White Star Crew 

Total: 746 
Died: 595 
Survived: 151 
Percentage Survived: 20.24% 

Total Non-Sailing White Star Crew 

Total: 766 
Died: 597 
Survived: 169 
Percentage Survived: 22.06% 

Total Female Staff, non-White Star 
Employees 

Total: 2 
Died: 0 
Survived: 2 
Percentage Survived: 100% 

Total Male Staff, non-White Star 
Employees 

Total: 89 
Died: 87 
Survived: 2 
Percentage Survived: 2.25% 

Total Staff, non-White Star Employees 

Total: 91 
Died: 87 
Survived: 4 
Percentage Survived: 4.4% 

Total Female Staff and Crew 

Total: 22 
Died: 2  
Survived: 20 
Percentage Survived: 90.9% 

Total Male Staff and Crew 

Total: 896 
Died: 701 
Survived: 193 
Percentage Survived: 21.54% 

Total Staff and Crew 

Total: 918 
Died: 703 
Survived: 215  
Percentage Survived: 23.42% 

 



RESEARCHING YOUR 
TITANIC PROJECT

Primary Sources

Secondary Sources

Other Tips
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Doing research for your Titanic project 
 
 
Before you begin your writing, it is a good idea to do some 
research into the Titanic to find out facts about the ship and its 
passengers and crew. 
 
Research involves: 

• Finding sources of information and evidence. 
• Going through each one and taking note of the information 

you need. 
• Deciding how you will use the information in your work. 

 
There are two types of source a researcher can use: primary and 
secondary.  
 
Primary sources come from the past and include archives 
(letters, diaries, photographs and many other documents), 
newspapers, the stories told by people (which can be called ‘oral 
history’), objects and buildings. 
 
Secondary sources include books and articles written by 
historians and other researchers. They are based on the 
information and evidence found in primary sources. 
 
Primary sources for your Titanic project include information from 
people who heard stories about passengers who sailed on the ship 
and newspaper accounts from The Longford Leader. Secondary 
sources include the many books there are about the ship (some 
are listed on other pages in this pack). 
 
A very good place to begin your research is your local library 
where there are many good sources you can use. 
 
When you have finished your research, you can write your project, 
read over it and then edit or change some of it, if you think you 
can improve it. 
 



INFORMATION 
SOURCES

Local history books

Other books

Useful Websites 

Online Teachers’ Resources
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Sources of information on the Titanic 
 
 

There are many books to choose from if you want to read about the Titanic and its 
passengers. Some of the books written about places in County Longford have 

interesting information on the local people who were on the ship.  
The books below are available from Longford County Library: 

 
 
 
Local history books 
 
Killoe: history of a County Longford parish by Fr Owen Devaney (1981) 
 
Cill Eó: the church of the yew edited by Kathleen Morgan (2000) 
 
From the well of St Patrick: Dromard parish, Co. Longford by James MacNerney 
(2000) 
 
 
 
Other books 
 
Titanic by Arthur McKeown (1996) 
 
Survivors: the night the Titanic sank by Dorling Kindersley (2001) 
 
The wreck of the Titanic edited by Marshall Everett (1999) 
 
Every man for himself by Beryl Bainbridge (1997) 
 
The discovery of the Titanic by Robert Ballard (1987) 
   
Lost voices from the Titanic: the definitive oral history by Nick Barratt (2010) 
   
Titanic: 9 hours to hell, the survivors' story by W.B. Bartlett (2010) 
  
The Titanic: the story of the 'unsinkable' ship by Sarah Blackmore (2005) 
   
Survivors: a true-life Titanic story by Elisabeth Bouillon (1999) 
   
Father Browne's Titanic album edited by Fr E.E. O’Donnell (2011) 
   
Titanic by Anna Claybourne and Katie Daynes (2006) 
   
The sinking of the Titanic: the mystery solved by L.M. Collins (2004) 
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Raise the Titanic! by Clive Cussler (1998) 
 
Titanic: the disaster that shocked the world! by Mark Dubowski (c.1998) 
   
Voyage on the great Titanic: the diary of Margaret Anne Brady 1912 by Ellen 
Emerson-White (2001) 
   
We built the Titanic by Anton Gill (2010) 
  
Samson's Titanic journey by Lauren Graham (2004) 
 
Titanic: voyage from Drumshee by Cora Harrison (2003) 
 
Titanic voices: memories from the fateful voyage by Donald Hyslop, Alastair Forsyth 
and Sheila Jemima (1997) 
   
Titanic survivor: the memoirs of Violet Jessop edited by John Maxtone-Graham 
(1998) 
   
Story of the Titanic by Eric Kentley (2001) 
   
Titanic: the unfolding story by Carol King (2011) 
   
A night to remember by Walter Lord (1978) 
 
Titanic by Rupert Matthews (2011) 
   
Titanic tragedy by Vincent McDonnell (2007) 
 
Titanic and the making of James Cameron by Paula Parisi (1999) 
 
The Titanic 1912: the loss of an unsinkable liner by Victoria Parker (2006) 
   
Spirit of the Titanic by Nicola Pierce (2011) 
 
The Titanic and the mystery ship by Ellen Regan (1999) 
 
The Titanic: the extraordinary story of the ‘unsinkable’ ship by Geoff Tibballs (1997) 
   
And the band played on by Christopher Ward (2011) 
 
The story of the 'Titanic' as told by its survivors by Jack Winocour (1960)        
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Useful Titanic & History websites 
 

• magma.nationalgeographic.com/ngexplorer/0411/articles/mainarticle.html 
o National Geographic children’s page 

 
• www.encyclopedia-titanica.org  

o Contains a vast amount of information about all aspects of the ship 
and its passengers.  

 
• www.the-titanic.com/Home.aspx  

o The official website of the Titanic and its Belfast connection 
 

• www.titanic1.org  
o The Titanic Historical Society 

 
• www.iths.ie 

o The Irish Titanic Historical Society 
 

• www.census.nationalarchives.ie 
o A searchable database for the 1901 and 1911 census forms for the 

households of Longford passengers. The site also features links to PDF 
scans of the original census return forms detailing the inhabitants and 
their houses.  

 
• www.titanic-titanic.com 

o Website includes resources and quizzes for children 
 

• www.titanic-titanic.com/titanic_wreck_location.shtml 
o Website detailing the coordinates of Titanic sections based on Dr. 

Ballard’s discovery.  
 

• GOOGLE EARTH – in Google earth select the Ocean – Shipwrecks and the 3D 
Buildings options and type in the following coordinates: 49° 56' 49"W, 41° 
43' 32"N.  

o This will bring you to an overview of the fore and aft sections of the 
ship, which is rendered in 3D modelling. Please note that the funnels 
etc. are further away and detailed coordinates are found in the “titanic-
titanic.com” website. 

 
www.titanicinquiry.org/ 
A website detailing the depositions by survivors to the British and US inquiries into 
the disaster. This includes accounts by Bruce Ismay, Director of the White Star Line 
and others.  
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Some Online Teachers’ Resources  
 
www.scoilnet.ie/themepage_rmstitanic.shtm  
Various resources for teachers and students on the Titanic 
 
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/lesson33.htm 
UK National Archives information and education projects 
 
www.bbc.co.uk/schools/primaryhistory/british_history/titanic_ticket/teachers_resourc
es.shtml 
BBC schools’ resource with video and activities surrounding the launch in 1911 
 
www.theteachersguide.com/Titanic.html 
US online teachers resource with lesson plans, printout and whiteboard resources.  
 
www.ultimatetitanic.com  
Website outlining aspects of the ship, its design, passengers and crew along with 
teaching aids.  
 
www.pbs.org/lostliners/titanic.html and www.pbs.org/lostliners/t_artifact.html - 
US public service broadcaster online resource to tie in with their Lost Liners series. 
Includes overview of disaster and suggested lesson plans.  
 
 
 
 
 
 



EPHEMERA

Advertising posters

Advertising postcards

Copy of the SOS received by the 
“Birma” 

“Nearer My God To Thee” lyrics







UK and Irish advertisement of the maiden voyage of the Titanic 
from Southhampton and Cobh (Queenstown) via Cherbourg. 

US return advertisements showed the prices for onward 
tickets to European cities such as Copenhagen. The potential 
popularity of the ship with Scandanavians was evidenced by 

the large numbers of the steerage class passengers who were 
Swedish and Danish etc. 



Music & lyrics to “Nearer My God to Thee”, the 
hymn that the musicians on board the Titanic 

played as she sank to maintain the spirits of the 
passengers. No professional musican on the crew 

of the Titanic survived.



Detail of the Radio Telegram distress message received 
by the S.S. Birma, showing the Titanic’s known 

coordinates at that time.



Two examples of advertising of the Titanic and her sister ship, the Olympic on the Southampton (via Cherbourg & 
Cobh) to New York route. 

The black and white example on the left was likely aimed at merchants to carry cargo. The ship is shown in 
comparison to older sailboats to demonstrate her size and modernity.  The poster on the right was certainly aimed 

at prospective passengers. 



Reproduction of an invitation to view the launch of the “Titanic” in 1911



Sample of First Class breakfast menu Sample of Second Class dinner menu



White Star Line timetable showing scheduled Titanic and other ship sailings from 
Queenstown to New York  in 1912, including the Celtic, which sailed the day after the 

Titanic. 





ADDITIONAL EDUCATIONAL 
RESOURCES

(1)National Museums Northern Ireland 
– Titanic Education Resource

(2)Belfast Titanic Society – 
“I Remember”, an education pack for 

teachers































 

Name ____________     Class ________ 



Titanic Index            The Belfast Titanic Society 

 
1. Cover – I remember Titanic 
2. Titanic 1 
3. Titanic –Made in Belfast – In the beginning. 
4. A Titanic to colour 
5. The creation of a Belfast legend 
6. The construction of Titanic 
7. Titanic Timeline 
8. A Titanic Comprehension 
9. 1st class breakfast 
10. 1st class lunch 
11. 2nd and 3rd class 
12. Be a Titanic researcher 
13. Titanic Maths 
14. Write a Titanic poem 
15. Titanic blank 
16. Titanic quiz 
17. Can you remember - the Titanic? 

 This informative children’s book is available 
from the Belfast Titanic Society’s website. 

 



Titanic 
 

 
She was gigantic, awesome, the pride of the White 

Star Line and she was built in Belfast by Harland & 
Wolff. 
 Measuring 882.5 feet in length with a beam of 
92.6 feet, the Titanic was the largest ship afloat, 
weighing almost 50,000 tons. 
 Two 38-ton wing propellers were accompanied by a 
centre steam turbine propeller, capable of forcing this 
great ship through the waters at 24 knots. 
 Her four massive funnels weighed 60 tons each 
and were large enough for two railway locomotives to 
pass through, side by side. 
 The coalbunker held 6,000 tons of coal to feed 
her 29 coal-fired boilers. The 100 ton rudder was as 
high as a large house and her main anchor weighed 15 
tons. 
 

 



 
Titanic – Made in Belfast 

In the beginning 
 

 
 

Use these words to complete the blanks. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1 
 

Harland      Wolff      Edwardian    iron     1906 
 
port           Gustav      ropeworks        linen mills     
 
  launched      Edward      engineering      1906  
 
     Olympic     Queen’s Island      1909     1912 
 
           Southampton          maiden voyage 



1901 was the start of the _________________ era and 
thousands of people had come to live in Belfast which had 
been made a city.  The splendid new City Hall was built and 

officially opened in ________.  
Belfast was the largest ______ in Great Britain and 

Ireland in terms of customs revenue and was famous for 
its shipbuilding, _____________, tobacco manufacture, 
_______ ______________ and marine ____________.  

 
In 1853 boiler-maker Robert Hickson had founded an iron 
shipbuilding business at _________ _________.  Hickson 

appointed the talented _________ _________ as his 
general manager in 1854.  By 1858 this manager had 

bought the yard and launched his first ship. 
In 1861 Hamburg born draughtsman __________ 

________ joined Edward Harland and later became a 
partner.   

The ‘Big Yard’ , as it was known, was officially named 
____________ & _________.   

 
At a dinner party in 1907 Bruce Ismay and William Pirrie 
decided to build three of the world’s ships.  They were to 
be called ____________, ____________ and Gigantic.    

The keel for Titanic was laid in  _______ and on 31st May, 
1911, she was ____________ and taken for fitting out.  
She was completed by April _________ and had her sea 

trials on April 2nd. 
_____________ left the place of her birth, Belfast, on 
the same day and travelled to _____________ from 
where she would make her ______ _________. 



 



The Creation of a Belfast Legend 
 

 
 
The ‘order to proceed’ to build three of the largest, most 
spacious and luxurious liners afloat was placed in ______. 
Thomas Andrews worked very hard on designs for the 
first two vessels, numbers 400 and 401, later named 
_____________ and ____________. 
Thomas Andrews was assistant to the managing director 
________ __________ who was the brother-in-law of 
_________ ____________. 
Work was to start on the first of the ships in ______. 
In 1910 Thomas Andrews took over as _________ 
_________ when Carlisle resigned from 
__________ & ________.  
 

 
          Just look at the size of this propeller! 
 

Harland   Wolff   Titanic    
1907        Olympic    chief  
designer      Alexander 
Carlisle         Lord Pirrie 



   The Construction of Titanic 
 

 
Olympic and Titanic are being built in the Arrol Gantry  

 
A Titanic Timeline 

 

 
 

_________________________________
_________________________________
_________________________________
_________________________________
_________________________________
_________________________________
_________________________________
_________________________________ 
_________________________________ 
_________________________________ 



A Titanic Timeline 
 

 
 
1907 _______________________ 
1909 _______________________ 
31st May 1911 _________________ 
___________________________ 
31st May 1911 _________________ 
2nd April 1912 ________________ 
2nd April 1912 ________________ 
10th April 1912 ________________ 
11th April 1912 ________________ 
14th April 1912 ________________ 
15th April 1912 ________________ 
15th April 1912 ________________   
 



Insert these events in the correct place in the 
Titanic timeline. 

Olympic leaves Belfast. 
 
Titanic leaves Southampton and goes to Cherbourg 
in France to collect passengers. 
  
Titanic sinks at 2.20 a.m. 
 
Titanic undertakes her sea trials in Belfast Lough. 
 
Survivors are rescued by the ship Carpathia. 
 
Titanic hits an iceberg. 
 
Titanic’s keel is laid. 
 
Titanic is launched in Belfast and sent to the 
Thompson Graving dock. 
 
Titanic leaves Queenstown in Ireland. 
 
Titanic sails from Belfast to Southampton. 
 
Lord Pirrie and Bruce Ismay plan to build the world’s 
biggest ships. 



A Titanic Comprehension 
 
        The shipyard of Harland & Wolff in Belfast, Ireland was the 
biggest shipyard in the world at the start of the 20th century.  It 
contained the world’s biggest dry dock - the Thompson Graving 
Dock.  From this dry dock the Titanic, the biggest ship in the world, 
was launched  90 years ago on 31st May 1911. 
       The Titanic was 852.5 feet long and 92.5 feet wide.  It weighed 
52,310 tons and had a horse power of 55,000.  The Titanic contained 
59 furnaces and could go at a speed of 21 knots.   

      On 2nd April 1912, after completing her sea trials, the Titanic 
left Belfast.  She travelled to Southampton in England, Cherbourg in 
France, and finally Queenstown (Cobh) in Ireland before setting off 

across the Atlantic for New York in America. 
 

Answer in complete sentences: 
 

1. When was Harland & Wolff the biggest shipyard in              
    the world?  ____________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________ 
2. What was the name of the world’s biggest dry dock? 
__________________________________________________________ 
3. When was Titanic launched? 
__________________________________________________________ 
4. How long was Titanic? 
__________________________________________________________ 
5. How wide was Titanic? 
__________________________________________________________ 
6. How many furnaces were in Titanic? 
__________________________________________________________ 
7. When did Titanic leave Belfast, Ireland? 
__________________________________________________________  
8. How many places did Titanic visit? 

__________________________________________________________ 
 
 



 
1st Class – April 14th 1912 

 

 
Breakfast 

 
Baked apples – Fruit – Steamed Prunes 

Quaker Oats – Broiled Hominy – Puffed Rice 
Fresh Herring 

Findon Haddock – Smoked Salmon 
Grilled Mutton – Kidneys & Bacon 

Grilled Ham – Grilled Sausage 
Lamb Callops – Vegetable Stew 

Fried, Shirred, Poached & Boiled Eggs 
Plain & Tomato Omelettes to Order 

Sirloin Steak & Mutton Chops to Order 
Mashed, Saute & Jacket Potatoes 

Cold Meat 
Vienna & Graham Rolls 

Soda & Sultana Scones – Corn Bread 
Buckwheat Cakes 

Blackcurrant Preserve – Narbonne Honey 
Oxford Marmalade 

Watercress 
 
 

 

 
 
 



1st   Class – April 14th 1912 
 

Lunch 
 

LUNCHEON 
Consomme Fermier – Cockie Leekie 

Fillets of Brill 
Eggs A l’Araeneuil 

Chicken a la Maryland 
Corned Beef, Vegetables, Dumplings 

 
FROM THE GRILL 
Grilled Mutton Chops 

Mashed, Fried and Baked Jacket Potatoes 
Custard Pudding 

Apple Meringue – Pastry 
 

BUFFET 
Salmon Mayonnaise – Potted Shrimps  

Norwegian Anchovies – Souse Herrings 
Plain & Smoked Sardines 

Roast Beef 
Round of Spiced Beef 

Veal & ham Pie 
Virginia & Cumberland Ham 

Borogna Sausage – Brawn 
Galantine of Chicken 
Corned Ox Tongue 

Lettuce – Beetroot – Tomatoes 
 

CHEESE 
Cheshire, Stilton, Gorgonzola, Edam, Camenbert, 

Roquefort, St. Ivel, Cheddar  
 

Ice draught Munich Lager Beer: 
3d (7c) & 6d (13c) a Tankard 

 

2nd  Class – April 10th 1912 



LUNCH 
Consomme a la Julienne 

Tripe with Calves’ Feet 
Roast Ribs Beef 

Baked, Jacket & Mashed Potatoes 
 

Cold 
Roast Beef 

Roast Pork 
Ormskirk Brawn 

Corned Beef 
Salad 

Ground Rice Pudding 
Small Pastry 

Biscuits, Cheese 
Dessert, Coffee 

 
3rd   Class – April 10th 1912 

 

Breakfast 
Quaker Oats and Milk 

Smoked Herrings 
Beefsteak and Onions 

Jacket Potatoes 
Fresh Bread & Butter 

Marmalade, Swedish Bread 
Tea, Coffee 

 

 
 
 



 
Be a Titanic Researcher 
Use books or the internet to find out the following 
information (encyclopedia titanica is really good – just go to 
google and type in Titanic). If there is anything you can’t find 
then email a member of the committee of the Belfast Titanic 
Society.  They will be happy to help you.  Find them at 
www.belfast-titanic.com . 

                    
 
How many men worked on the construction of Titanic? 
_________________________________________ 
On what date was Titanic launched? 
________________________________________ 
 Who was J Pierpoint Morgan? 
_________________________________________ 
 Why was Titanic called the ‘Millionaires’ Special’? 
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________ 
List five features on Titanic that were never before on any 
ship. 
   ________________________ 
   ________________________ 
   ________________________ 
   ________________________ 
   ________________________ 
 On what date did Titanic leave Belfast? 
_________________________________________ 



 How many tugboats pulled Titanic up Belfast Lough? ______ 
How many funnels did Titanic have? How many were real?                      
______________________ 
What great noise did people hear when the ship reached the 
mouth of the Belfast Lough? 
_________________________________ 
 
                       ……………………………………… 
 
In 1907 the design team was instructed to design the 
biggest, most luxurious, most ingenious and well-crafted 
liners in the world.  Who were the four members of the 
design team?  
  _____________________      
______________________ 
  _____________________      
______________________ 
 Can you find out the technical specifications of Titanic 
       Length ______________            
      Weight _____________ 
       Capacity _____________            
       Decks ______________ 
Height from keel to top of funnels     
         __________________ 
Speed of which capable  
         __________________________ 
 Cost to the White Star Line  -      £______________ 
 
 
The anchors were delivered by Harkness, a local Belfast 
haulier.  
 A team of ____ horses was needed to pull each  



       anchor. 
 Each anchor weighed ________ tons. 
 Each link in the chain weighed _______ pounds. 
 
The Riveting Squads put 3,000,000 rivets in Titanic. 
 
A riveter, earned _____ each week. 
He started work at ________ each morning and finished 
each night at ________.  He was off on ________ 
____________ and ___________.   
 
There were ___ people in each riveting squad.  They were 
the heater boy, the catch boy, the holder on and the two 
riveters.   
 
What did they do? 
 
The heater boy 
___________________________________. 
The catch boy 
____________________________________. 
The holder on 
_____________________________________. 
The pair of riveters 
_________________________________ 
_____________________________________________
______. 

 
 
 
 



Titanic Maths 
 

 
From Belfast to New York 

 
Belfast - Southampton,England       471 miles 
Southampton - Cherbourg,France    84 miles 
France - Queenstown,Ireland          307 miles 
Ireland - New York, America          2825 miles 

 
1. How many miles did Titanic travel from Belfast to 
France?        _____ miles  
 
2. How many miles did Titanic travel from        Belfast 
to Queenstown?   ______miles  

 
3. How many miles was Titanic supposed to travel 
from Belfast to New York? __________ miles 

 

 
Can you change these distances into kilometres? 
1. 
2. 
3.  
 
           Name ____________________             Date ________________ 



 
Can you write a Titanic poem? 

 

T________________________________________ 

I______________________________________ 

T____________________________________ 

A____________________________________ 

N____________________________________ 

I_______________________________________ 

C____________________________________ 

                  Name ______________ 
 



 

What a ship this is… 

 
 

_________________________________________
_________________________________________
_________________________________________
_________________________________________
_________________________________________
_________________________________________
_________________________________________
_________________________________________
_________________________________________
_________________________________________
_________________________________________
_________________________________________

__________________________ 
 

 



 



 
 

 
     

Can you remember? 
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